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Examining the Development and Early Outcome of
Georgia’s Correctional Reform

(v
Abstract (%)

The purpose of this study is to introduce the correctional reform conducted
recently in Georgia, by examining its background, development, and early
outcome. The examination analyzes main features of the reform from the
initial formulation of the justice reinvestment idea to the present status in
implementations. This prison reinvestment idea argues that criminal justice
expenditures in corrections can be saved by diverting convicted offenders to
community sanctions. The savings can be re-directed to expansions in
community-based programs with a focus on planned supervision and diverse
treatments. The study examines changes between 2011 and 2016 in detaining
populations at both adult and juvenile institutions. These early outcomes are
produced and published by the reform council and affiliated organizations.
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Figure 1: Changes in Adult Prison Population, 2012-2015
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Figure Source: Report of the Georgia Council on Criminal Justice Reform
(2016)

Data Source: Georgia Department of Corrections
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Figure 2: Reserving Prison Space for Most Serious Offenders
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Figure Source: Report of the Georgia Council
on Criminal Justice Reform (2015)
Data Source: Georgia Department of Corrections
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Figure 3: Reducing the Backlog of Local Jail Inmates
Waiting for Transfer to State Prisons

4,000

July 202 - E-Portal
Becomes Law
L Jan 2013 — All Clerks begin
using E-Portal

3,000

Jail Backlog

2,000 1

1,000 -

Awaiting Pickup = Any state sentenced iInmate serving jall time (Sherrif's Count)
Jail Backlog = Court orders received and certified by GDC (GDC Count)

Figure Source: Report of the Georgia Council
on Criminal Justice Reform (2016)
Data Source: Georgia Department of Corrections
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Figure 4: Reduction in Juveniles Detention

Secure and Non-Secure Residential Population

2000

(res VI3 VBN o0 1008
- o > 1687 1,825
.
= - LA 440 14 9 08
1.33
— t .- .
o088 1,07 1,107 > g we
=
:_:, 228 N o 783 2o 807 778 ™’ ) s 700
- — . 682 are ere - -
.—"—:—'&—M(’L‘ - = . o L S ~
8 ™ 2004 685 GT7 . 653 ., 6470341840 0341822 03 )
- CYIRRCY1I2CY1I2 CY1II CY1II CY1II CY13 CYMM CY4 CYML CY14 CY15 CY16 CY16
Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Qs Q1 Q2 Q3 Qo4 Q1 Q2 Q3
———RYDC YD C - Towml (RYDC+YDC) = Non-Secure Res

Figure Source: Report of the Georgia Council on Criminal Justice Reform
(2016)
Data Source: Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice
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B (Huang, 2016)
Reform Bills and Council’s Recommendations

Passed by 91% of Creates the Special Council on
House and Senate Criminal Justice Reform for
Votes Georgians

Passed by 94% of Expands accountability courts
House Votesand e  Streamlines the transfer of
100% of Senate information and inmates from the
Votes counties to the state (E-Packets)
e Increases funding in evidence-
based programs to reduce
recidivism
e Provides prosecutors and judges
more sentencing options other

than prison
Passed by 95% of e  Gives judges more discretion to
House Votes and depart from mandatory sentence
88% of Senate e Provides limited driving permits
Votes to defendants and participants in

a drug courts or mental health
court programs

e Formally establishes the Georgia
Council on Criminal Justice
Reform

Reform Bills and Council’s Recommendations (Continued)

Creates a two-class system within
Passed by 95%  ° >
y ° the designated felony act (class A
of House Votes serious offenses, class B low-risk,
non-violent offenses

el O Prohibits status offenders and

Senate Votes certain misdemeanants from being
disposed to closed-residential
facilities

e  Requires the use of risk
assessment instruments

e Strengthens evidence-based
community supervision and
programs and provide juvenile
judges with more sentencing
alternatives
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Signed on June
24,2013

Passed by 93%
of House Votes
and 91% of

Senate Votes

Creates the Governor’s Office of
Transition, Support and Reentry
Start to implement the Georgia
Prisoner Reentry Initiative (GA-
PRI) programs

Gives judges the discretion to
reinstate driver’s licenses for
certain individuals charged with
drug offenses

Issues a certificate of completion
of reentry programs to released
inmates, a device used to protect
employers in negligence suits
related to employment

Reform Bills and Council’s Recommendations (continued)

23, 2015

House Votes and
66% of Senate
Votes

House Votes and
92% of Senate
Votes

Signed on February

Passed by 94% of

Passed by 97% of

14

Prohibits the use of criminal
record as an automatic bar to
employment — Ban the box

Creates the Department of
Community Supervision to
consolidate responsibilities of the
community supervision of
parolees from the Georgia State
Board of Pardons and Paroles,
probationers from the
Department of Corrections, and
certain Class A and B juveniles
from the Department of Juvenile
Justice.

Improves the First Offender Act
and improves the chances for first
offenders to secure jobs

Lifts the lifetime ban on food
stamp for people with felony
drug convictions

Extends parole eligibility to an
additional category of non-
violent recidivist drug offenders
Furthers “banning the box”
protection by blocking state
licensing boards from seeking
applicants’ criminal histories.

Encourages hiring of individuals
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15

on parole by providing employers
a $2,500 income tax credit for
each parolee hired.

Restricts secure detention for all
youth ages 13 and under, except
for those charged with the most
serious offenses where a clear
public safety issue exists.

Launches new charter schools
within state juvenile justice
facilities that can award
graduates full-fledged high
school diplomas.
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ERFARYE © Hendry, R. (2009) .Building and restoring respectful
relationships in schools Hendry,PP92.
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